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INTRODUCTION TO THE SITE OF JOYEL SALT MARSH

The saltmarsh of Joyel belongs to the Nature Park of Santofia.

Localization Map. Special Area of Conservation of the salt marshes of Santofia within the
region of Cantabria

The Marismas de Santofia Nature Park, with over 4,000 hectares of high ecological
value, is considered to be one of the most biologically diverse enclaves of Spain and
is inhabited by 20,000 birds of 120 species, small mammals and unique plant life.

JUDICIAL PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT TOOLS

Considering the ecological value of this area, the Nature Park of Santofia has been
designated both as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection
Area (SPA) following the European Directive 92/43/ECC (Habitats Directive - HD),
and European Directive 79/409/CE (Birds Directive)

The Habitats Directive establishes the need to preserve the natural habitats and
the wild fauna and flora of the European territory. Its main objective is to maintain
or restore the “favourable conservation status” of these habitats and species,
through the implementation of Management Plans for all sites designated as
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC's) that integrate the Nature 2000 network.
Despite this challenge there has not been a lot of international discussion on
implementing those Plans in the marine and coastal areas.

Management plans of the areas belonging to the Nature 2000 network have to
integrate planning criteria for the socio-economic activities to be compatible with
the 'good state' of conservation of the habitats and species.



THE RELEVANCE OF HABITAT MAPS

It is important to note that correct land planning is a necessary instrument for the
management of both the resources and the uses of these protected areas. Moreover,
cartography of protected habitats and distribution of species is the basic information
through which protection can be established.

The use of habitat maps allows the identification of habitat diversity hot spots,
allowing the detection of changes in habitat cover and facilitating boundary
demarcation of multiple-use zoning schemes. Furthermore, ecology embraces large
scales and habitat maps will become basic information for bridging the gap in
scale between field studies and regional or global processes. On the other hand,
land-use data are a key element to undertake the management process. The
application of land-use data provides the information for environmental monitoring,
change detection, and designation of protected areas. When land-use data is
available in GIS it can be efficiently applied to define the land planning.

[H Cantabria is actively involved in the development of management plans of the
SACs of Cantabria and in the delimitation of these ecological areas. Different ecological
typologies have been defined for all the littoral SACs in Cantabria as a result. The
following map shows these ecological typologies within the Salt Marsh of Joyel.

Figure 1. Areas corresponding to different ecological typologies in the Salt Marsh of Joyel
PLAN FOR THE DAY: VISIT OF THE SALT MARSH OF JOYEL

Upon arrival, our hosts Jose Antonio Osorio and Santiago Gonzalez will briefly explain
the structure of the Spanish administration system in order to introduce themselves
and their competences of the public bodies they represent concerning the coastal
space and its resources.

Santiago Gonzalez will then characterize the area from a territorial viewpoint,
following the strategic guidelines established by the European Union. As mentioned
in the introduction, the management of a Special Area of Conservation should try
to integrate planning criteria for the socio-economic activities in order to be compatible
with the 'good state' of conservation of the habitats and species. In this regard, we
will visit several examples of the work being performed by the regional branch of
the General Directorate of Coast in Cantabria explained by José Antonio Osorio.

This work belongs to the plan for the recuperation and restoration of the 'Marisma
de Joyel', its main objectives being:

- Restoration of the salt marsh

- Control of the human pressure over its flora and avifauna

- Elimination of the invasive foreign flora

- Rehabilitation of the cultural heritage through restoration of sites such as the
tidal mill of Santa Olaja



